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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to application filed on March 29, 2004. Claims 1-19 are 
pending examination. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "20" and "30" have both been used to designate a display 
screen; reference characters "22" and "32" have both been used to designate a cursor 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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3. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Salesky 
et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,343,313 (referred to hereafter Salesky). 

As to claim 1 , Salesky teaches a content providing device (see col. 1 lines 64-67) 
comprising: 

a providing unit that provides prescribed content to a client (see col. 2 lines 29- 
42, the server provides a webpage to the client); 

a receiving unit that receives a message including position information which 
specifies a prescribed position on the content (see col. 2 lines 39-47, a captured region 
including the position of the pointer of the presenter's view using the software is sent to 
the other conferees); 

an extracting unit that extracts the position information from the message (see 
col. 2 lines 39-53, the server sends the webpage, and extracts a captured region 
including the pointer icon of the other client); and 

a transmitting unit that transmits a message including the extracted position 
information to another client that is browsing the content (see col. 2 lines 29-53 and col. 
30 lines 15-25, the pointer icon and its position of each client is sent to other clients 
browsing the content). 

As to claim 2, Salesky teaches the content providing device according to claim 1, 
further comprising: 
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a browsing condition database that holds content identification information which 
identifies the content and a login ID of a client (see col. 1 lines 65-col. 2 lines 14, a URL 
is stored with a password for each client that are used to login to the conference) 
webpage is stored including the ; 

wherein in accordance with the message received by the receiving unit, content 
identification information of the content and a login ID of a client are registered in the 
browsing condition database (see col. 1 lines 65-col. 2 lines 14 and col. 30 lines 15-25, 
the privileges, password, icons, view information and other information is stored for 
each client) . 

As to claim 3, Salesky teaches the content providing device according to claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a browsing condition database that holds content identification information which 
identifies the content and a login ID of a client (see col. 2 lines 1-25 and col. 30 lines 15- 
25; 

wherein the transmitting unit sets a destination of the message in accordance 
with the browsing condition database (see col. 2 lines 1-25 and col. 30 lines 15-25, the 
server determines what data to be transmitted to each client based on the access 
privileges stored in the database). 

As to claim 4, Salesky teaches the content providing device according to claim 1, 
wherein the message is an instant message (see col. 3 lines 42-49, the software is an 
instant messaging software). 
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As to claim 5, Salesky teaches a content browsing device comprising: 

a content obtaining unit that obtains desired content from a providing device that 
provides content (see col. 2 lines 29-42, the server provides a webpage to the client); 

a display unit that displays the obtained content and a cursor movable according 
to an instruction of a user; a position information obtaining unit that obtains position 
information of the cursor on the content (see col. 2 lines 39-47, a captured region 
including the position of the pointer of the presenter's view using the software is sent to 
the other conferees); and 

a transmitting unit that adds the position information to a message and transmits 
the message to the providing device (see col. 2 lines 29-53 and col. 30 lines 15-25, the 
pointer icon and its position of each client is sent to other clients browsing the content). 

As to claim 6, Salesky teaches the content browsing device according to claim 5 t 
wherein when receiving a transmission instruction from a user, the position information 
obtaining unit obtains position information of the cursor on the content (see col. 2 lines 
39-47). 

As to claim 7, Salesky teaches the content browsing device according to claim 5, 
further comprising: a user information database that holds information indicating 
whether another user is under active status (see col. 2 lines 10-28 and col. 30 lines 15- 
40, the database holds information including showing identification information to other 
conferees when the client joins the conference). 
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As to claim 8, Salesky teaches the content browsing device according to claim 5, 
wherein the message is an instant message (see col. 3 lines 42-49, the software is an 
instant messaging software). 

As to claim 9, Salesky teaches a content browsing device comprising: 

a content obtaining unit that obtains prescribed content from a providing device 
which provides content (see col. 2 lines 29-42, the server provides a webpage to the 
client); 

a receiving unit that receives a message including position information from the 
providing device; and a display unit that displays a mark on the content in accordance 
with the position information (see col. 2 lines 39-47, a captured region including the 
position of the pointer of the presenter's view using the software is sent to the other 
conferees). 

As to claim 10, Salesky teaches the content browsing device according to claim 
9, further comprising: 

a display position adjusting unit that adjusts a display position of the content with 
the mark (see col. 2 lines 39-47). 

As to claim 1 1 , Salesky teaches the content browsing device according to claim 
9, further comprising: a mark shape setting unit that sets a shape of the mark according 
to a transmitter of the position information (see col. 2 lines 39-47, the position of the 
pointer icon is changed as the other client changes its position). 
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As to claim 12, Salesky teaches the content browsing device according to claim 
9, wherein the message is an instant message (see col. 3 lines 42-49, the software is 
an instant messaging software). 

As to claim 13, Salesky teaches a content providing device comprising: 

a providing unit that provides prescribed content to a client (see col. 2 lines 29- 
42, the server provides a webpage to the client); 

a receiving unit that receives a message including position information which 
specifies a prescribed position on the content (see col. 2 lines 39-47, a captured region 
including the position of the pointer of the presenter's view using the software is sent to 
the other conferees); 

an extracting unit that extracts the position information from the message (see 
col. 2 lines 39-53, the server sends the webpage, and extracts a captured region 
including the pointer icon of the other client); 

a mark adding unit that adds a mark to a position on the content specified by the 
extracted position information (see col. 2 lines 29-53); and 

a transmitting unit that transmits to another client, identification information of the 
content added with the mark (see col. 2 lines 29-53 and col. 30 lines 15-25, the pointer 
icon and its position of each client is sent to other clients browsing the content). 
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As to claim 14, Salesky teaches the content providing device according to claim 
13, further comprising: a mark shape setting unit that sets a shape of the mark 
according to a transmitter of the position information. 

As to claim 15, Salesky teaches the content providing device according to claim 
13, wherein the message is an instant message (see col. 3 lines 42-49, the software is 
an instant messaging software). 

As to claim 16, Salesky teaches a content providing device comprising: 

means for providing prescribed content to a client; means for receiving a 
message including position information that specifies a prescribed position on the 
content (see col. 2 lines 29-42, the server provides a webpage to the client); 

means for extracting the position information from the message (see col. 2 lines 
39-53, the server sends the webpage, and extracts a captured region including the 
pointer icon of the other client); and 

means for transmitting a message including the extracted position information to 
another client that is browsing the content (see col. 2 lines 29-53 and col. 30 lines 15- 
25, the pointer icon and its position of each client is sent to other clients browsing the 
content). 

As to claim 17, Salesky teaches a content browsing device comprising: 

means for obtaining desired content from a providing device that provides 
content (see col. 2 lines 29-42, the server provides a webpage to the client); 
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means for displaying the obtained content; means for displaying on the content, a 
cursor movable according to an instruction of a user (see col. 2 lines 39-47, a captured 
region including the position of the pointer of the presenter's view using the software is 
sent to the other conferees); 

means for obtaining position information of the cursor on the content (see col. 2 
lines 39-53, the server sends the webpage, and extracts a captured region including the 
pointer icon of the other client); and 

means for adding the position information to a message and transmitting the 
message to the providing device (see col. 2 lines 29-53 and col. 30 lines 15-25, the 
pointer icon and its position of each client is sent to other clients browsing the content). 

As to claim 18, Salesky teaches a content browsing device comprising: 

means for obtaining prescribed content from a providing device that provides 
content (see col. 2 lines 29-42, the server provides a webpage to the client); 

means for receiving a message including position information from the providing 
device; and means for displaying a cursor on the content in accordance with the 
position information (see col. 2 lines 39-47, a captured region including the position of 
the pointer of the presenter's view using the software is sent to the other conferees). 

As to claim 19, Salesky teaches a content providing device comprising: 

means for providing prescribed content to a client (see col. 2 lines 29-42, the 
server provides a webpage to the client); 
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means for receiving a message including position information that specifies a 
prescribed position on the content (see col. 2 lines 39-47, a captured region including 
the position of the pointer of the presenter's view using the software is sent to the other 
conferees); 

means for extracting the position information from the message; means for 
adding a mark to a position on the content specified by the extracted position 
information (see col. 2 lines 39-53, the server sends the webpage, and extracts a 
captured region including the pointer icon of the other client); and 

means for transmitting to another client, identification information of the content 
added with the mark (see col. 2 lines 29-53 and col. 30 lines 15-25, the pointer icon and 
its position of each client is sent to Other clients browsing the content). 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hussein A. El-chanti whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3999. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571)272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. . 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Signature: /Hussein Elchanti/ 
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